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INNOVATIVE ONLINE BOOK  CLUB IS TICK ET TO 
ADVENTURE FOR THE CHILD WHO’S GOING PLACES  

 
BackPax Trailblazer ’s Club engages kids in history and culture  

via travel and adventure  
 
 

New York, NY – Monday, June 9, 2008:  For jet-setters to faraway shores, rough riders 
of the backseat to Grandma and Grandpa, and staycationers at home in these gas-price 
conscious times, here’s a getaway guaranteed to spark a love of travel and fit every 
budget.  The BackPax Trailblazer ’s Club™ is the ticket to adventure “ for the child 
who’s going places.”     
 
The BackPax Trailblazer ’s Club is an innovative internet-based club for children ages 8 
and up that whisks children to adventure the BackPax way: via interactive guided e-tours, 

books, games, and live-action journeys recorded on location from Maine 
to Mexico City.   BackPax is “being there.”   The fun begins July 5. 
 
BackPax.  The name is the mission and the message.  For adventure, 
think of a backpack.  For a commitment to children and their world, 
think pax (Latin, for peace).   BackPax was founded in 1986 by Emmy 

Award-winning journalist and author/historian Janus Adams 
whose book, Glory Days: 365 Inspired Moments in African 
American History, was twice licensed by McDonald’s® for their 
Black History Month campaigns.  With BackPax and the 
BackPax Trailblazer’s Club, Adams brings “glory days”  to 
children everywhere, all year long.   
 
For years, Adams and her crew crisscrossed the Americas with 

side trips to Europe, Africa, Asia and the Caribbean, packing their BackPax full of stories 
to tell.  Ask her about the bayous of Louisiana, she’ ll tell you about “ the rocks that 
walked away,”  and shrimpboating in the Gulf of Mexico.  Mention Hannibal, Missouri, 
it’s “meeting”  Mark Twain and shaking hands across 200 years.  Following weathered 
Underground Railroad  trails, it’s the day she spent with Harriet Tubman’s great-
grandniece. 
 
Adams is passionate about the need for travel and, true to her journalistic roots, getting 
the story firsthand.  Her favorite quote on the subject is from Mark Twain: “Travel is 
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fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely 
on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be 
acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's lifetime.”   Adams has 
long felt the sting of prejudice.  As an eight-year-old child ending New York’s de facto 
segregated “neighborhood school plan”  in the wake of Brown v. Board of Education, she 
was spat upon by parents angered at her entering “ their”  school.  But, it was her need as a 
mother that forged BackPax.  
 
Adams well recalls the harrowing incident that sparked her idea.  In their growing 
mastery of images and information, her twin daughters, then three-years-old, fled a 
teenager they’d loved all their lives.  Months later, still traumatized, they cried: “He’s 
Indian. Indians are bad.”   Tracing the source of their fears, Adams learned that their 
school had just begun an “authentic”  Native American unit full of tomahawks and 
scalpings.  “ I resented the cult of ignorance into which they’d been unsuspectingly 
inducted.  Not only were our family beliefs insufficient antidotes to that poison, their own 
love for the boy was no match either.  Something had to be done.”   
 
First, she tried finding books to counter the misinformation. When that didn’t work, using 
her training as a journalist, Adams took to the road – enlisting real people in real places to 
tell their stories in their own words. 
 
“ I wanted my daughters and their friends to celebrate their world and their places in it, 
says she.  “Children are entitled to the best we have to offer.  Those of us privileged to 
create the images they see can do better than making ‘action’ and ‘adventure’  
synonymous with violence.  If we tell the truth, the world is ‘diverse.”   Nature made the 
genders equal and complementary.”   This honest, straight-forward appraisal on behalf of 
children has been a hallmark of BackPax from the start.  
 
Over an intensive three-year period of Research and Development, Adams tested her 
concept on parents, teachers, librarians and a team of experts – children.  The BackPax 
Children’s Editorial Review Board – her “hamburger helpers”  – met monthly, over 
hamburgers, to dissect Adams’  project and books from a range of publishers. Ultimately 
their verdict, a unanimous thumbs-up, launched the company in 1986.  When a devoted 
fan and father dubbed BackPax “ Publishers to the Thinking Child,”  Adams knew her 
company had achieved a major milestone in its quest to inform, inspire, and entertain.   
 
Membership – $19.95 plus S/H – includes BackPax’  award-winning book-and-CD, 
Underground Railroad: Escape to Freedom, a year’s subscription to BackPax’  
signature e-tours and parent/teacher guides (weekly July 5 to August 15; monthly 
September to June), and members-only discounts on forthcoming selections.   
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For media interviews, email: press@JanusAdams.com or  
phone Jill Landsmark: 212.561-0966  

For further information, visit: http://www.janusadams.com/Trailblazers.html 
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